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Common Fire Code Violations

Premises:
· Approved address shall be visible from the street (2015 IFC 505.1)
· Occupancy load card must be visibly displayed (Assemblies) (2015 IFC 1004.3)
· Key box (Knox Box) may be required (2015 IFC 506.1)
· Fill in holes in walls, ceilings, and other areas throughout the building to keep any fire from spreading and to maintain a 1-hour fire rated barrier (2015 IFC 703.1)
Exits:

· Remove key locks from doors or any other locking device that requires special knowledge or effort from the egress side. Examples of special knowledge or effort would be a combination lock, flush bolts, or surface bolts (2015 IFC 1010.9.4)
· Remove obstructions from exits, aisles, corridors, and stairways. All exit doors shall be operable from the egress side. (2015 IFC 1003.6)
· Unlock all exit doors during business hours (2015 IFC 1010.1.9)
· Provide and keep in working order emergency lighting for corridors, stairways, and exterior exit ways which includes the battery back-up (2015 IFC 1008.2)

Fire Extinguishers:

· Provide a sufficient number of fire extinguishers of minimum rating (minimum of 5 pounds) (2015 IFC 906.3)

· Light Hazard: The code calls for a 2A 10BC 5-pound fire extinguisher in light hazard areas. One per 3,000 square feet with a maximum travel distance of 75 feet shall be provided.

· Ordinary Hazard: The code calls for a 2A 10BC 5-pound fire extinguisher in ordinary hazard areas. One per 1,500 square feet with a maximum travel distance of 75 feet shall be provided.

· Extra Hazard: The code calls for a 4A 40BC fire extinguisher in extra hazard areas. One per 1,000 square feet with a maximum travel distance of 75 feet shall be provided. 
· Fire extinguishers shall be in conspicuous locations where they will be readily accessible and in plain sight along the path of egress with the top no higher than 5 feet (up to 40 pounds) and not higher than 3.5 feet (over 40 pounds) (2015 IFC 906.5, 906.6, 906.7, 906.8).
· Each fire extinguisher shall be serviced by a trained professional annually and after use (list of approved contractors can be provided) (2015 IFC 906.2)

Electrical:

· Discontinue use of extension cords in lieu of permanent wiring. The code allows for the use of power taps (power-strips) that are polarized, have a built-in circuit breaker, and are UL listed. Plugging items directly into the wall outlet is preferred, appliances shall be plugged into the wall outlet directly. (2015 IFC 605.5)
· Electrical panels need to have 30 inches in width, 36 inches in depth, and 78 inches in height of clearance from obstructions (2015 IFC 605.3)
· Maintain “blanks” within the electrical panel where empty slots are exposed (2015 IFC 605.6)
· Keep cover plates on electrical outlets and boxes (2015 IFC 605.6)
· Discontinue use of multi-plug adapters that are not UL listed or listed in accordance with NFPA 70. (2015 IFC 605.4)
· Clean bathroom fan covers and motors of dust, dirt, and debris (2015 IFC 605.8)
· Electrical appliances will be maintained in accordance with all suggested manufacturer instructions (i.e., light covers, machine covers, and covers of any type for equipment that protects the electrical wiring) (2015 IFC 605.7)
Fire Protection Installations & Inspections:

· Maintain access to the operation of standpipes, fire hose, fire department connections (FDC) and fire extinguishing system control valves (2015 IFC 509.2)
· Maintain fire extinguishing systems (sprinklers) in operable condition and have them professionally inspected/serviced annually (list of approved contractors can be provided) (2015 IFC 903.5)
· Maintain fire alarm system and have it professionally inspected/serviced annually (list of approved contractors can be provided) (2015 IFC 901.6)
· Records of inspections and maintenance shall be maintained on fire alarms, fire sprinklers, kitchen hoods, and fire pumps. A copy shall be provided to the fire code official upon request (3 years of records shall be maintained on the premises) (2015 IFC 901.6.2)
· Records shall be made for all inspections, tests, and maintenance of the system and its components (4.3.1). Records shall be made available to the authority having jurisdiction upon request (4.3.3). As-built system installation drawings, hydraulic calculations, original acceptance test records, and device manufacturer’s data sheets shall be retained for the life of the system (4.3.4) (NFPA 25 Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 2020). 

Heat Producing Appliances:

· Provide at least 36 inches of clearance between heat producing appliances and combustible materials (furnace, water heaters, etc.) (2015 IFC 315.3)

Storage:

· Remove storage to 18 inches below the level of fire sprinkler heads (2015 IFC 315.3.1)
· Remove storage height to at least 2 feet below ceiling on non-sprinklered buildings (2015 IFC 315.3.1)
· Secure and identify compressed gas cylinders with name of product (2015 IFC 5303.5.3)
· Storage of combustible materials in buildings shall be orderly. Storage shall be separated from heaters or heating devices by distance or shielding so that ignition cannot occur (2015 IFC 315.2)

· Attic, under-floor, and concealed spaces used for storage of combustible materials shall be protected on the storage side by 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction. Attic, under-floor, and concealed spaces shall not be used for storage if it is unfinished (2015 IFC 315.3.4)

Kitchen:

· Kitchen hood extinguishing systems and ducts over cooking equipment must be professionally inspected semi-annually and after discharge (list of approved contractors can be provided) (2015 IFC 904.12.6.2) 

· Kitchen hoods, grease-removal devices, fans, ducts, and other appurtenances shall be cleaned at intervals necessary to prevent the accumulations of grease. Typically done semi-annually or as determined by the fire code official (list of approved contractors can be provided) (2015 IFC 609.3.3)
· If during the inspection it is found that hoods, grease-removal devices, fans, ducts, or other appurtenances have an accumulation of grease, such components shall be cleaned in accordance with ANSI/IKECA C 110. (2015 IFC 609.3.3.2) Increasing the frequency of 
cleaning the filters with your internal staff and possibly having the professional hood cleaning service come more frequently will help with the ongoing maintenance of the grease buildup.
· Up-blast fans serving Type I hoods and installed in a vertical or horizontal position shall be hinged, supplied with a flexible weatherproof electrical cable to permit inspection and cleaning, and shall be equipped with a means of restraint to limit the swing of the fan on its hinge. The ductwork shall extend not less than 18 inches above the roof surface. (2015 IMC 506.5.3)

· Automatic equipment interlocks with fuel shutoffs, ventilation controls, door closers, window shutters, conveyor openings, smoke and heat vents and other features necessary for proper operation of the fire-extinguishing system shall be provided as required by the design and installation standard utilized for the hazard. (2015 IFC 904.3.3)
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